Knothole November 7, 1990 Vol 43 No 9 by SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry
SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry 
Digital Commons @ ESF 
The Knothole College Archives 
11-7-1990 
Knothole November 7, 1990 Vol 43 No 9 
SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.esf.edu/knothole 
 Part of the Communication Commons, Creative Writing Commons, and the Environmental Studies 
Commons 
Recommended Citation 
SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry, "Knothole November 7, 1990 Vol 43 No 9" (1990). 
The Knothole. 512. 
https://digitalcommons.esf.edu/knothole/512 
This Newspaper is brought to you for free and open access by the College Archives at Digital Commons @ ESF. It 
has been accepted for inclusion in The Knothole by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons @ ESF. For 
more information, please contact digitalcommons@esf.edu, cjkoons@esf.edu. 
THE MJDVHGLE






The Recycling Club is back in
action. Landfills are filling up,
people are producing an unusual
abundance of garbage, and action
is what we need. Some say that
learning precedes action . If
this is true, then the Recycling
Club,s goal to spread the good
words reduce
, reuse and recycle
may soon be realized.
Wednesday night (Oct.11), a
group from the Recycling Club set
out to raise the awareness of the
S.U. Personal Health and Safety
class. Individual club members
(as well as an invited guest
speaker) each gave a presentation
on alternative and preventive
methods to promote a reduction in
our waste stream, to avoid and be
aware of toxic substances and to
look toward the future.
Diane Gassner, the president of
the Recycling Club and a graduate
student of Environmental Science
,
began the presentation with an in-
troduction to harmless, alterna-
tive sources to products that we
use daily (i.e. laundry deter-
gents, beauty aids, cleaning sol-
vents etc.) . For example, common
household products, like vinegar
and water, form a non-toxic clean-
ing agent can be used as a floor
and window cleaner. Baking soda ,
salt and water (with a touch of
elbow grease) is a great alterna-
tive to the fumigating, obnoxious
cleaners that require lots of ven-
tilation, lots of warning and cau-
tion labels and rubber gloves (not
to mention, usually more money).
Diane also mentioned the the fact
that make-up products do not have
any guidelines or regulations by
the F.D.A. Essentially, manufac-
turers can put whatever they want
into eyeliners, shadows, blushes
etc. Do we want those kind of
liberties taken with our akin and
eyes? Diane says, "Read the la-
bels! "
Pam Flynn, a graduate student
specializing in waste management
here at E.S.F.
, enlightened the
class on composting. Composting
can reduce 50% of the waste
stream. The basic idea in com-
posting is that whatever comes
from the earth can be put back
into the earth. Therefore
, vege-
tables, fruits, grains, and tree
leaves and branches can all be
composted. Pam also brought some
"composting worms", to show how
they work indirectly on food
wastes (vermi composting) to re-
duce our waste stream. So, in-
stead of having to repeatedly
stir the composting mixture these
critters do all the work. Thus
,
instead of sending good "soil nu-
trients" to the incinerator, -
compost it! If you want to learn
more about composting, come talk
to Pam at the Recycling Club
meetings (rendezvous time listed
below). She can tell you the de-
tails on how to start your own
compost.
Simple substances that we come
into contact with daily have the
potential to pose certain threats
to our well being, although they
may seem essentially harmless.
Sherry Crook, a guest speaker,
suffers from what i3 known as
multiple chemical sensitivity.
This syndrome is the direct re-
sult of persistent exposure to
toxic substances that most people
come into contact with on a regu-
lar basis. For example, Sherry
can"t be around any toxic sub-
stances (including most known
cleaning agents, car waxes, oil
paints etc.) without experienc-
ing immediate, severe reactions.
Rebecca Rajswasser, an
Environmental Studies major at
E.S.F. and prominent member of
the Recycling Club, spoke about
"reduce, reuse and recycle". Re-
duction, according to Rebecca, is
the key to reducing the waste
stream. For example, taking a
shopping bag from the store when
you may have only purchased a
quart of milk defeats reduction.
However, reusing your own bag can
be a "giant step for mankind".
We"re going to have to make some
changes in our lifestyles or
start getting used to having gar-
bage everywhere. Let"s go for






Q: There seems to be considerable
controversy and confusion about
Earth First! . What kind of organ-
ization is Earth First!?
A: The founders of the movement
never intended Earth First! to be
an organization. As a matter of
fact, they wanted to formulate a
"disorganization" with in the en-
vironmental movement - a movement
without leadership, hierarchy, or
membership fee3. The original in-
tent was to have people come to-
gether and stand up under one ban-
ner: "Hands Off Wilderness"
.
Commonly they were people who be-
lieved that we faced a critical
time in Earth's history, and thus
were willing to do anything to
protect what was left of it, save
causing physical injury. There
has always been a core of people
who have traveled throughout the
country speaking about and promot-
ing the movement, but overall
there hasn't been an official
statement of purpose. I think
this has caused some people to
question the movement's inten-
tions. Unfortunately, I think
this has led some people to be-
lieve what the media has told them
about Earth First!. I don't think
TIME and THE DAILY LOGGER are able
to give a fair characterization of
the movement since they're a part
of the dominant paradigm that
Earth Firsters! are generally
fighting against.
Earth First! chapters can be found
throughout the country. Each
chapter generally works within
their own bioregion - which is de-
fined by vegetation types, such as
the Greater Adirondack Bioregion
(GAB). the GAB Earth First! chap-
ters work on issues found from the
St. Lawrence River to the Mohawk
,
from the Hudson to Lake Ontario
.
The beauty of Earth First! is that
it'3 composed of many different
people with just as many different
Wasting continued pg. 6 Wildlands Continued pg. 6
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The Knothole is the student publica-
tion of the State University of New
York College of Environmental Sci-
ence and Forestry. It Ls published eve-
ry Wednesday during the school year.
The deadline for submitting pieces
for publication is Wednesday,
4:00pm of the week before they are
to appear. Letters to the Editors will
not be printed unless they are signed.
Articles must also contain the writers
name (names will be witheld upon re-
quest). The opinions expressed are
those of the writer only and do not nec-
essarily reflect the opinions of the
paper
'
s staff or anyone else affiliated
with the College. We strongly encour-
age any countcrviews, articles, notices,
suggestions, and new staff members.
The Knothole staff meets in Room 22
in the basement of Bray Wednesdays
at 5.
In Support
Editor s P ag<j
Discrimination isn,t right - or should we say selective
exclusion, to make more comfortable some who can not even
say the word. It is against University policy, both S.U.
and State University, to have such practices as the ROTC
discrimination against students, based on 3exual orienta-
tion, continue - just find and read our equal opportuni-
ty statement and see for yourself.
This is not simply an ROTC policy, but one 3et forth by
the Department of Defense and, most likely, our actions
alone will have little to do with a change in that poli-
cy. So, what do we do? Do we draft and support a resolu-
tion condemning the policy and remove ROTC from the cam-
pus, or do we stand idly by and wait for just anything to
happen next.
As with any issue there are those who support the GSLA
resolution and those who do not. Why can,t the supporters
be as adamant as the opposers? If there have to be oppos-
ers, why can,t they have rational argument to support
their position? Students say "No way, only after they
hear the part about sexual orientation - they claim to
be against discrimination. If thi3 is the case, why the
separation?
Our very own resolution is being drafted and will be vot-
ed on next Monday, November 12, at the USA meeting (5:30
in moon conference room).
In Response
Why did Heather let that go in? The staff members have
heard this so often. Well, right here in the appropriate
venue, this will be answered. "The objectives of the or-
ganization shall be: b. To serve as a vehicle of communi-
cation for the entire campus community" so saith the Knot-
hole Constitution. As the editorial board of this
newspaper, we interpret this to mean that everyone,s view
should be expressed. Whether it is from Earth First! or
that "crap" that Leslie Shatz writes for her column,
"Straight from Hell". As journalists, we feel that censor-
ship has no place in an institution of learning. Part of
the educational process is exposure to different ideas.
Close your mind to them if you are apathetic to new things -
- it"s your choice whether or not to read a particular
piece, or to even pick up the Knothole - but do not ask
that we deny anyone else that same opportunity.
Therefore, we conclude, that Ms. Shatz's column (not arti-
cle, as often called on thi3 campus. What's the difference
you ask? An article expresses fact, a column expresses the
bylined authors opinion of those fact3) will continue to ap-
pear in the Knothole (until Shatz graduates, of course) for
the purpose it is written - to elicit a response from the
student body. In the same vein, Robin Wildlands' and Ranger
Rick's contributions will also appear in print (but not the
Lorax's or the B.S. not E.S. major because their works were
unsigned. We will utilize your pseudonym at your request,
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Recognize the Field Trip Facts [Another person*s perceptions]
The events that took place at the Alleghany State Park have made headlines in the past three is-
sues of the Knothole. Some previous accounts of these events have been inaccurate, highly emotion-
al, and have unnecessarily slandered ESF in general, and individuals and the wildlife program here at
ESF, in particular. Those reports, based primarily on hearsay (roots in old times as heresy), have
been passed on, exaggerated, and misconstrued even further by peripheral parties. It is time for
people who are interested in the truth to recognize the facts, not a sensationalized account. The
facts and events come down to this
....
On Sunday, September 23, after arriving at the Alleghany State Park, a number of the wildlife
class members embarked on a driving tour of the park in order to observe wildlife by spotlight.
Sightings of deer, raccoons, and skunks were frequent. During one of the skunk sightings, a question
was brought up as to whether or not a skunk could be successfully captured without spraying. It was
noted that the skunk supposedly could not spray a person if it were picked up by its tail. After nu-
merous sightings of skunks, and a great deal of ribbing and heckling, another student and I ran after
a skunk with the intention of testing the veracity of this claim. The skunk escaped untouched and we
returned to the van where the catcalls and heckling continued. A majority of the class members are
avid hunters, and a great deal of excitement was generated by the numerous game species seen through-
out the evening.
The following evening, after returning from a day with a Pennsylvania wildlife agency, I cooked a
barbecued chicken dinner for the class
. In addition I cooked a small groundhog (woodchuck) which one
of the students had provided. During the meal, the topic of eating raccoon meat was brought up.
Most of the students in the class had never eaten raccoon meat (considered a delicacy in some places)
and a number of comments were made that we (the class in general) should obtain a raccoon to cook for
the following evening's meal. Following dinner, the class again boarded the vans in order to view
wildlife by spotlight.
Again, numerous sightings of skunks, raccoons and deer were made. At one sighting of a skunk, the
controversy over safely capturing a skunk was rekindled, accompanied by a great deal of heckling and
ribbing. At the next skunk sighting, the same student and I left the van and chased the skunk. This
skunk also escaped untouched, which led to an increase in the volume and pointedness of the comments
from other students in the van. Upon sighting a raccoon, numerous students commented that this was
our opportunity to capture a raccoon for the next evening,s meal. Responding to the excitement that
had built up in the van over the course of the evening, I chased after this raccoon, but pulled up
short, allowing it to escape up a tree. I returned to the van and in response to the question of why
I had not captured the raccoon, I responded simply, " Aw, I couldn"t kill that raccoon". This led to
an increased fervor and intensity of the comments in the van. At the next sighting of a raccoon, I
once again yielded to the ribbing and heckling that "This is the last chance. etc. On this occa-
sion I ran after the raccoon, caught up with it as it was half way up a tree and clubbed it once in
the head, killing it instantly. After this, I stood for a moment, disbelieving my own actions, and
asking myself why in the world I had done this. I then picked up the raccoon, returned to the van and
returned to camp. At the camp I cleaned the raccoon, preserved the skin as a study skin for the mu-
seum at ESF, then cut the meat into pieces and stored it in the refrigerator.
After cleaning the raccoon and mulling over the events of the evening, I found myself very disap-
pointed with my own actions. I shared these feelings with two other members of the class that had
remained in the kitchen. We talked to some length on the subject, and I finally went to my room,
still troubled by my actions. I stayed awake for quite some time, thinking of the events that trans-
pired. I was still awake, mulling over my actions, shortcomings, etc., at 2:00am when the park po-
lice showed up to talk with me.
A great deal of controversy and emotion surrounds these events. The issue boils down to this. I
killed a raccoon (humanely) ! It was killed instantly with a single blow, not "beaten to death" or
"
tortured". If I had committed the same act one month later (Hunting IS legal in the Alleghany State
Park and clubbing is a legal method of taking game), no hue and cry would be recognized since the an-
imal would have been taken through a legal method at a legal time. That is all. I violated game laws
of the state of New York
, for which I have been assessed and have paid the maximum penalty possible,
spent a night in jail, and received sanctions from the College after scrutiny through due process es-
tablished by students, faculty, and administration here at ESF. End of story. Anything else is simply
an exaggerated unreasonable reaction to the offended sensitivities of one person. It is totally un-
reasonable to condemn the actions of Dr
. Robert Chambers in this situation. I killed the raccoon.
There was nothing Dr. Chambers , or anyone else in the van could have done to stop this action, nor
did Dr. Chambers encourage or condone such actions. Certainly, it is ridiculous to condemn a whole
program for the actions of one person. My action in no way reflects the philosophies or direction of
the wildlife concentration here at ESF. In an inappropriate moment, I took an animal out of season
and, thus, violated game laws. I did not in any way (as the school charges) cause or intend, harm to
befall any member of the class. The lesson has been learned. I don"t believe in violating game laws,
but I did violate them through a terrible lack of judgement. I learned my lesson and hope in the fu-
ture I have the sense to maintain good judgement and to hold true to my own beliefs.
I have hunted and have enjoyed the meat of animals all my life, and in no way will this event
change my views on hunting, fishing, consuming meat, or using the furs (and many other animal
products) for my own personal nourishment or use. Some people do not agree with me or my attitudes
continued on next page
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Field Trip from pg. 3
and beliefs. In this sense, they have a right to disagree
with what I believe. However, they have no right whatsoev-
er to indoe my attitudes or beliefs, simply because their's
are different. Still, I recognize that many people do not
agree with me. Many of these people feel that animals
should have the same rights as humans, and we all should
peacefully co-exist throughout the remainder of our lives.
Some of these people draw the association "a rat is a pig
is a dog is a boy...." Well, at what point do you draw the
line? Are you going to live in peaceful co-existence with
the bacteria that are ravaging your body, or will you de-
cide that "well, I can destroy these creatures because I
have no use for them"? If you do, how can you not recognize
the hypocrisy of telling me which animals can be used and
which ones can,t? Who can miss the hypocrisy of a person
eating a trout for dinner on Sunday night (also park wild-
life, but evidently considered "acceptable" fodder), yet
denouncing the eating of a woodchuck or raccoon?
The integrity of the wildlife program here at ESF has
been called into question. To me, it seems rather inconsis-
tent for a person to judge a program when he or she appar-
ently knows very little about the management of wildlife,
and certainly nil about the program here at ESF. The pro-
gram at ESF certainly recognizes and teaches about hunting
as a legitimate use of wildlife resources. That same pro-
gram also emphasizes nongame, ecosystem management, urban
wildlife, land use planning, conservation, pollution, etc.
Some people might be surprised to know that several faculty
members of the fish and wildlife concentration do not hunt,
but they do recognize and respect the legitimate right of
others to do so.
For those interested, there are a number of basic things
about wildlife and about the field of wildlife management
you should know. Wildlife management involves managing wild
pnpn 1 at.ions for a number of reasons. The biologists and
managers in the field have a tremendous respect for wild-
life and a tremendous knowledge about many aspects of the
animals* lives and needs. One of the greatest ways to enjoy
or to show care for something (or someone) is to spend time
with it (them). Consider the wildlife biologists. They cer-
tainly spend a considerable amount of time studying wild-
life and learning about many aspects of the animals and
their habitats. Importantly, r.ot only do wildlife biolo-
gists and managers care about wildlife, they also care a
great deal about people, both personally and from the per-
spective of doing their job! Some individuals often forget
that people themselves are very important in this world.
While I do not apologize for killing a raccoon per se, I
do apologize for killing an animal out of season and of-
fending the sensitivities of some people. Additionally, I
apologize to the ESF community and the president of the
this college for any potential embarrassment that this in-
cident has caused the college. Certainly, a number of les-
sons have been learned from this experience. Maintaining
professionalism, a sound sense of judgement, and control-
ling one"s own actions (standing up to peer pressure) are
essential ingredients to everyone's development. Addition-
ally, while resource managers do not need to agree with
the attitudes of the other parties, we all need to recog-
nize these attitudes in our interactions with the public
and our constituents.
P.S. Last week's issue of the Knothole brought another
example of people who speak or write before they have all
the facts. Specifically, with regard to the weapons con-
cerns mentioned, a bow was taken into the park by a student
in his personal car. It is common for parks to have archery
ranges available, and I understand this student intended to
practice shooting his bow. Additionally, woodchucks are not
protected by law in New York state, and hence can be legal-




Your "Humor" page by Leslie Shatz has to
go. As humor it has little value, but this
is its only value. Encouraging women to
burn their bras, walk alone in dangerous
places, and Bible-bashing is a waste of
paper. Leslie seems to forget that women
and minorities have equal rights (perhaps
more?) these days and she is fighting a war
that is already won. Hopefully, the paper
used to print her column will be recycled
and finally put to a good use.
It seems that Rachel Knisley and Lynn Hud-
son jumped blindly on the Dr. Chambers"
bashing wagon (Oct. 31, 1990] . Their letter
to the Editor seems to be a paraphrase of
the letter by David Hassig [Oct. 17, 1990].
There is little, if any, original thought
expressed in their letter. They admit not
knowing Dr. Chambers' version and do not
seem to have talked with any other people
present on the field trip. Where are these
people?? I would like to know their view on
this matter.
William Craig
Editor's Note: Please note Recognize the
Field Trip Facts, another account of the
happenings in Alleghany State Park.
Mindful Moment #3
"All I am afraid of is fear": Mindful
Mike 1990. I think someone 3aid something
like this once, maybe a President, any-
way ....
Fear comes in two forms. One kind is the
response type, fight or flight. The second
is the emotion of fear
.
If we define this emotion as a stressful
feeling of helplessness in a situation out-
side of our control, I would suggest that we
have eliminated fear as a useful emotion
.
If something is outside of our control, for
example death by planetary collision, then
why fear it? ( I am sure not many of us
fear this, but you get the idea!) Don't be
afraid, be realistic. If you can fix it,
then fix it. If you can't, I don't think
fear is a useful response. Fear takes away
energy that might otherwise be directed to-
wards solving the problem. (Problems can be
self created and are often unnecessary.)
Please don't interrupt this assessment as
a denial of our inherent need to feel emo-
tion. I fear things myself sometimes, but
usually only as long as it takes for me to
realize that fear is an enemy of a peaceful
spirit, and such an enemy cannot be allowed
to win.
Practical note: "I am afraid to take
this test". In the time a person takes to
say this, or think it, she or he could have
learned a fact that is on the test and
scored five points! Simple stuff I know,
but sometimes the things that are right in
front of us are the hardest to see
.
Mindful Mike Washburn
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YET ANOTHER UNVOICED OPINION
Not far from my home town
in Texas, there is a slaugh-
ter house where the method
of killing cattle is still
a man clubbing the cow in
the skull repeatedly with a
large piece of wood. The
reasons for the continued
practice of this antiquated
system are purportedly to
maintain a high employment
rate, however, I wish to an-
alyze the psychological ef-
fects on the individual who
actually does the "work".
I have met several such
people and I believe that
their activities at "work"
have some serious long last-
ing effects on the way that
they deal with their person-
al life. Specifically,
they tend to react to
life"s misgivings in a psy-
chotic and violent manner,
even with regard to other
people, especially the ones
closest to them. They are
typically unstable and very
unpredictable. I believe
that we have such a person
on our campus.
Now, I don't know who
this person is or what cur-
ricula he/she is in, but I
recognize anyone who can
kill anything with a lug
wrench
, willingly, as this
type of a person. My com-
plaint has nothing to do
with a "broader spectrum of
values"
, and I don't view
this method of killing as
the reflection of a healthy
background in hunting (my-
self a member of the NRA).
It takes a certain type of
person to hit a living crea-
ture, human or otherwise,
with a heavy object until
it is dead. The view is
much different when one is
at a distance looking from
behind the sight of a gun.
The point I wish to make,
besides inspiring philisoph-
ical thought, is that I
don't feel like this type
of person should be em-
ployed in a position that
deals with animals. I real-
ize that the law of our
state has extracted whatev-
er it recognizes as due pen-
ance for this crime, but I
feel uncomfortable knowing
not only that such a person
is on our campus (since we
just recognized rape aware-
ness week), but also that
such a person could be one
of my future colleagues. I
can't help but wonder what a
person of this nature is do-
ing at this school. If it
is to receive a proper edu-
cation regarding the treat-
ment of animals, great, may-
be we can convert the
wicked. I hasten to add,
however, that if anyone ap-
proached me with a lug
wrench in this fashion, I
would not hesitate to shoot
him/her in the leg, or high-
er if necessary.
Sincerely,
Ranger Rick (the Raccoon)
Take a moment now to direct
your attention to the Gulf
Crisis (the pregnant mother of
the Gulf War which Congress
hasn"t heard of yet). Three
points of interest are repeat-
ed below, things that you will
not read in any major media
outlet (anything larger than
or equal to a Syracuse Herald-
Journal) . They first appeared
in our big sister publication,
the Daily Orange, on October
30, 1990.
First point: Professor of
political science Stephen R.
Shalom (William and Patterson
College) stated in Maxwell Au-
ditorium, on October 26, that
"Iraq"s actions in the Middle
East can be traced back to
lessons it learned from the
United States and Great Brit-
ain" (quote from DO staff
writer Jon Daniels) .
Second point: "Shalom also
discussed the United States'
covert [taken to read "CIA"]
funding of Kurdish rebels in
Iraq. He said the operation
was meant to diminish Iraq's
strength without the Kurds ac-
tually being successful. Sha-
lom said the United States






and taught by the Marxist
Collective at Syracuse
University, meets on
Tuesday nights from 8 to
10 p.m. in 110 Maxwell
Hall on the campus of Sy-
racuse University.
It is free and open to
the public. Attend any
or all lectures. There
are no quizzes, tests,
exams, or papers. No
college credit is of-
fered.
For More Information,
Please Call either Bob
Nowlan at 423-9736 or
Mark Wood at 424-8077.
;
tarian interest in the Kurd-
ish plight, because it did
nothing when Iraq called on
Turkey to brutally halt a
Kurdish uprising in 1983."
Third point: "When the
United States found Iraq
poised on the border of Ku-
wait, ready to invade because
the wealthy emirate was sell-
ing oil at lower prices than
other OPEC nations and driv-
ing prices down, the United
States sent its ambassador to
speak with Hussein. Accord-
ing to Shalom, the ambassador
sympathized with Iraq, and
indicated that there were
oil-producing states in the
United States that were in
favor of increasing the price
of oil."
An obvious question comes
to mind: "Why is it that I
must turn to a Lilliputian
media source like the Daily
Orange to discover a very
small voice going against the
grain of the [hint: multina-
tional-corporate-owned]major
media loudmouths?" Think
about it. Think about wheth-
er the mass media is fulfill-




Wildlands from pg. 1
ideas. I like to think of Earth
First! as being as diverse as the
forest we are trying to protect.
Q: How would you describe the
goals of Earth First!?
A: The focus of the movement has
traditionally been on protecting
what wilderness areas are left in
the United States. Some people
have been discussing the idea of
progressing into other issues,
such as economic restructuring,
urban development, and women's
rights, since all these issues are
tied into the same mess which we
now find ourselves in.
Q: How would you say that Earth
First! has changed over the past
10 years?
A: There are problems that arise
in a group that lacks leadership
once the group has grown too large
- especially in a group such as
Earth First! where you find tre-
mendous amounts of diversity and
input from those within. I at-
tended a national rendezvous this
summer where there were over 500
other Earth Firsters! You can im-
agine trying to assemble 500 peo-
The Knothole Page 6.
Wasting Away from pg. 1
and recycle!
Last, but not least, in a look
to the future. Erica Wiberg, a
graduate student at E.S.F. in En-
vironmental Studies, focused on
teaching "your children well". It
is important to enlighten and
guide our children in their expe-
riences with the environment. At
some point in most of our lives,
we interact with children. This
interaction can be priceless.
Since children love games, Erica
says to make up games for children
using the environment as the board
and the pieces. Erica ended her
presentation with a story. The
moral of the story was that we are
all interconnected, big or small,
and to "teach our children well"
is to secure that "we can live in
peace".
A3 environmental students and
professionals, we need to set ex-
amples and actively reflect our
knowledge. E.S.F. does not fully
recycle. We need to change this
if we are to practice what we
preach and live what we are learn-
ing.
If you would like to get further
involved, come join us at the Re-
cycling Club. Our meetings are
scheduled on Tuesdays at 6:00
p.m., unless posted otherwise.
pie without some sort of leader-
ship or infrastructure. The ren-
dezvous wasn't chaotic. Simply,
when a group gets that large one
of two things usually occur. Ei-
ther someone within the group
takes control, or the group
splits into smaller units that
can still function without hier-
archy. Apparently both scenari-
os are currently developing with-
in the movement. I believe some
people within the movement are
playing a heavier role in an at-
tempt to give the movement more
structure, while others have de-
cided to split from the group
and have vowed to continue their
work through the formation of a
new group. I tend to believe
this new group will be even more
radical than Earth First! - high-
ly decentralized, and, of
course, underground.
Q: Earth First! seems to have a
very negative image, even among
people that characterize them-
selves as liberals - such as Bar-
ry Commoner, who described Earth
Fir3t! as "being at the edge of
irrationality", or others who
see Earth First! as a fanatical
organization with no sense of hu-
mor. How do you respond to
this?
A: I don't believe people under-
stand what Earth First! is all
about. This is largely due to
the poor publicity we have re-
ceived in the past. The media
seems to be giving us better pub-
licity since the recent Spotted
Owl controversy, but prior to
that they discredited our activi-
ties and portrayed us as "eco-
terrorists". With that sort of
depiction, it'sunderstandable
that people, even on the left,
would be hesitant to support us.
Those that have said Earth
First! doesn't have a sense of
humor obviously have never been
to a civil disobedience action.
People usually dress up in cos-
tumes and perform skits pertain-
ing to the issue at hand. It's
common to see tree 3tumps,
wolves, and even Smokey the Bear
at Earth First! actions.
It's a shame the media has decid-
ed to focus primarily on Earth
First! direct actions and monkey
wrenching, but of course this is
what sells. It,s as if the pub-
lic wants the most outrageous
and controversial stories - and
well, Earth First! has been able
to give them what they want.
But there's more to Earth First!
than supplying the media with
stories. Since Earth First! has
always taken the most radical po-
sition on any environmental is-
sue, more moderate organizations,
such as the Sierra Club
, are per-
ceived as being more reasonable.
For example, the Sierra Club may
propose to designate 100,000 acres
for wilderness in the Tongass Na-
tional Forest. Government and in-
dustry being what they are, they
rally together and say "No Way!".
That is, until Earth Fir3t! pro-
poses 500,000 acres, and then gov-
ernment and industry think twice
about the Sierra Clubs' proposal
as not being so unreasonable after
all.
Q: What is the role of the public
and the media in achieving the
goals of Earth First!?
A: For a grassroots organization
to be effective, you need the me-
dia' s support. We haven't always
gotten that support, but things
seem to be changing. I think the
largest media coverage involving
Earth First! was in 1988 when it
was reported that a logger was se-
riously hurt when his chainsaw hit
a tree spike and whipped back,
hitting him in the face. Earth
First! had never received this
much attention before, not for the
cracking of the Glen Canyon Dam,
not even with the car bombing of
two Earth First! activists this
summer in California... it was
amazing. The problem with this
sort of media attention is that
it's all bad publicity. Even af-
ter the FBI investigation reported
that no evidence could be found to
prosecute an Earth Firster!, the
public still remembers that Earth
First! supposedly did it.
As for public support, most grass-
roots organizations depend on this
because it gets translated into
membership fees which pay presi-
dent's salaries and the like. How
do you think the Audubon Society
is able to pay its president, Pe-
ter Berle, $140,000 a year? Earth
First! doesn't have much overhead
to pay out - only the four staff
members of the Earth First! jour-
nal get paid salaries, so member-
ship and public support isn't so
much an issue.
Q: What is the role of civil
disobedience and direct action in
achieving the goals of Earth
First!, and what would you say are
the limits to this, if any?
A: I believe civil disobedience
actions are specifically designed
to attract media attention. Di-
rect action, on the other hand, is
designed to hurt a corporate enti-
ty financially, or in the case of
tree spiking, discourage a buyer
or lessee of forest land from
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cutting it. Direct actions are
usually last attempts at saving
wilderness. They're usually con-
ducted after all other methods
have been exhausted, such as writ-
ing letters to Congress, or civil
disobedience. The ability to be
effective is limited by originali-
ty. I think Greenpeace is running
into this problem right now.
They're not coming up with any-
thing new and exciting, so the me-
dia and the public are paying less
attention to them.
Q: The motto of Earth First! is
"No compromise in the defense of
Mother Earth". How does "no com-
promise" work itself out in ac-
tions with the environment involv-
ing traditional societies, such as
whaling by Eskimos, as opposed to
actions involving large corpora-
tions, such as cutting of old
growth forests?
A: Earth Firsters! have a deep
sensitivity toward native peoples.
We understand their position as
victims of the dominant paradigm.
We respect their closeness to the
Earth, and support them in their
struggle for independence and au-
tonomy. I don't believe any Earth
Firster! would consider entering a
reservation with the intent of
conducting some sort of direct ac-
tion. After all, it's not the Na-
tive Americans that are destroying
our last remaining tracts of open
space. It's Maxxam Corporation,
Louisiana - Pacific, and Peabody
Coal.
Q: What is the role of Earth
First! on campus?
A: To agitate and educate.
There are a lot of issues that
need to be discussed by people of
our generation, especially if
we're the ones who will be holding
the pot of soup. We need to eval-
uate the situation now, think of
solutions, and act upon them when
the opportunity is right. I think
a lot of people at this institu-
tion feel it's too conservative
and would like to see some of the
programs changed. Our generation
is one filled with new challenges
and new ideas in which to meet
The Knothole
them, but we need a progressive
leadership in which to help us
formulate those ideas. Some
professors here have openly ad-
mitted that they fear Earth
First!; others have stated that
its time has come, and that
Earth First!'s ideology is only
a natural progression of the en-
vironmental movement. In any
case, it's time we worked to-
gether. . .before it's too late.
Q: Earth First! has been per-
ceived as being not just biocen-
tric, but as anti-human. Any
comment ?
A: Aren't we a part of the bi-
osphere? How can Earth First!
be accused of being anti-human
if our intent is to protect the
biosphere? It seems as if peo-
ple are misinterpreting what bi-
ocentrism is. As members of the
biosphere, whatever serves the
best interests of the biosphere
serves the best interests of hu-
mans.
The situation in the Pacific
Northwest, where we find loggers
battling it out with environmen-
talists, has been portrayed as
some sort of anti-human cam-
paign, where the interest of the
trees come before those of the
loggers. However, the conflict
arises from the need for sus-
tainable forest practices. To-
day good forest management takes
a back seat to economic priori-
ties and corporate bottom line -
PROFIT. At current cutting
rates, there won't be anything
left for the loggers to cut but
saplings. The biggest danger to
independent loggers and small
mill operators is increasing
mechanization and whole log ex-
port to Japan.
Earth First! has joined forces
with the IWW (industrial Workers
of the World) in an attempt to
promote job security through
sustainable forest management
practices. If Maxxam Corpora-
tion refuses to institute re-
forms on their own, perhaps the
union rank and file along with




The new ESF sorority is
getting off to a great start.
Our first meeting on October
16 brought in 19 interested
females! Since then we have
had two meetings and about 15
are still trying to stick with
it. We have a lot of work
ahead of us, but, with the
help of outside sources such
as Pat St. Germain, Jennifer
McGill, Theresa Gallup over at
S.U., and of course, Kappa Phi
Delta, we have a definite
plus in getting this thing off
the ground.
We were invited to a Pump-
kin Carving by Kappa Phi Del-
ta. We had a lot of fun -
thanks, guys - sorry about
the mess!
One of our focuses will be
environmental awareness.
We've decided to be a non-
traditional type of sorority,
different from the norm of how
people view sororities. We're
trying to establish a regular
weekly meeting time on Sun-
days, 6 pm in the Moon Confer-
ence Room. If you are inter-
ested, please stop by. If you
have any questions, stop by
Student Affairs, 110 Bray
Hall, c/o me, Charmion Handy
or Pat St. Germain. Hope to




for undergraduate students ma-
joring in engineering and sci-
ence disciplines. The schol-
arships are designated for
those students interested in
pursuing careers in environ-
mental restoration or waste
management (ER/WM).
Scholarship applications are
being taken through Jan. 28,
1991, and awards will be an-
nounced in May 1991. For ap-
plications or more information
contact Peggy Gibson, Environ-
mental Restoration/Waste Man-
agement Scholarship Program,
Oak Ridge Associated Universi-
ties, Science/Engineering Edu-
cation Division, P.O. Box 117,
Oak Ridge, TN 37831-0117, or
call (615) 576-9278.
December Soiree...




by: Mike Roselle and Darryl Overney (submitted by Robert Hol-
land)
When I was a young boy in the Sierra Club
I prayed to the Freddies (Forest Service) and the Good
Lord above
I asked them for wilderness and some old growth trees
I quoted the facts and I always said please
But after a few years, it dawned upon me
When they'd built them damn roads and they'd cut all the
trees
That I was a fool, too blind to see
Now I'm tree spiker, have pity on me
I've been a tree spiker for many a year
I spend all my money on tree spikes and beer
I go down to the valley where the tall timber grows
How many I've gotten well nobody knows
Well I've spiked me some redwoods and I've spiked me some
pines
And they've tried to stop me with rewards and fines
The cops and the Freddies are not on my trail
But I'm a tree spiker and I'll never get nailed
Bike Safety Tips
The best defense against bicycle accidents is safe and
skilled handling of the bicycle, but some accidents are
unavoidable. That is why wearing a helmet while biking is
good sense.
In the case of an accident, helmets protect you by
bearing much of the impact. They protect the skull and
brain from the trauma that could result in serious injury
or death.
When choosing a helmet you should buy one that meets
the standards set by the American National Standards In-
stitute (ANSI) or the Snell Memorial Foundation. Helmets
that meet these standards have been tested and proven ef-
fective in protecting cyclists from brain injuries due to
collisions. Look for a label or tag noting that the hel-
met meets ANSI or Snell standards.
Here are some other safety tips that you should know and
follow when riding your bicycle:
-Look behind you and use proper hand signals before making
turns.
-Drive on the far right side of the road, or on the
shoulder where legally permitted, but leave enough pave-
ment on your right to steer around objects in the road.
-Ride single file. If a bicycle path is provided, use it.
-Always give pedestrians the right of way.
-Check and maintain your bicycle regularly. Many bicycle
accidents result from faulty equipment.
-Don't carry anything that interferes with vision or con-
trol, and don't carry riders unless an attached seat is
available.
-Never hitch a ride onto moving vehicles.
-Turn on your headlight if you ride at night.
-when riding after dark, wear something white or wear re-
flective material on your clothing.
-Watch for car doors opening and for cars pulling into
traffic. For added safety, use a rear-view mirror.
-Be alert - do not assume that you have the right of way.
Make eye contact with motorists.
HELP SPREAD "POINTS OF
LIGHT" TO A THOUSAND PLACES
,
AND HAVE YOURSELF A STAR-
SPANGLED CHRISTMAS!
(Christmas, FL) "MAIL
CALL!"...those two words are
music to the ears of just
about everyone who wears our
country's uniform. Remember
the eager anticipation when
Radar or Klinger passed out
the mail on M*A*S*H*? Amer-
icans from coast to coast
joined together last year in
a program with that name
("Mail Call!") and had
themselves a Star-Spangled
Christmas while they spread
"point3 of light" to a thou-
sand places. Christmas was
thus made ju3t a little bet-
ter for more than 150,000 of
our servicemen and women,
many of them young people
away from home for the first
time.
"Mail Call!" combines
greetings from thousands of
members, re-sorting all the
cards and letters into more
than 1,000 bundles, which
are then sent priority mail
to units and locations in
more than 40 states as well
as to every corner of the
globe. The twin goals are
to include mail from many
people and places in each
outgoing bundle, while
spreading each person's
greetings as widely as pos-
sible. While the number of
units and ships receiving
mail increased yet again
last year, the highlight was
our ability to quickly 3end
almost 15,000 cards to Amer-
ica's men and women who
fought in Panama in "Opera-
tion Just Cause" during
Christmas.
To learn how you or your
campus group can take part
in thi3 exciting program and
help spread "points of
light" to a thousand places
while helping youself to a
Star Spangled Christmas,
send a stamp (please do not
send a self-addressed enve-
lope, just the 3tamp, as an
envelope would require $.45
postage) to "MAIL CALL!" -
BOX 817 - CHRISTMAS
, FL 32709,
and mention how you learned
of this program. Thank you!
Yearbook 'n such
Yes, I know that you are probably getting real tired of hearing all this, but...
The 1990 Yearbooks are (have been) in and, if you were an undergraduate here last spring, you
get one!
(you paid already!!!!)
- very simple right? Apparently not! We still have approximately 350 unclaimed books taking up space
(graduate student office space to be more specific). This represents roughly $5300.00 of YOUR money that is
sitting in storage. There have been suggestions such as recycling as a paper product, but glossy pages don,t re-
cycle - looks like shredding them for cow bedding is the best bet! Who hasn
,
t yet picked up their yearbook
you ask? Well.
Abdella
, Raymond John Dawes, Earl H.
Achilla, Steven Anthony *Dean, Evelyn J.
Adams, Paul M.
Alevrontas, Theodore
















Baumgartner, Richard C. Domachowske, Daniel J. Jones, John Edwin "
Beckerman, Janna L. Donnelly, William Joseph, Eric Francis
Herschenhorn, Jody
Hinderliter, Dean
Hobbs, David H. *






Hyatt, Anthony J. *
Jayne, Christopher J.
Moore, Christopher M. Round, William J.
Moore, Stephen T. * Rourke, Janice














Brodie, Russell B. *











Colleran, Philip R. *





Damato, David E. *





Dygert, Charlton F. *
DeFeo, John
Ecklund, Eric M. *
Edgerly, Cynthia K.
Epstein, Jack E.




















Grunter, Daniel H. "
Hannon, Kathleen R.
Hannon, Kenneth A.
Haworth, Gregory R. *
Helmeyer, John
Henry, Robert S. *
Judge, Claudine M. *




Knight, Andrew D. *
Kochmanski, Rodney J.







Locke, Charles A. *
Lombardi, Robert S.





















Murphy. Gary L. *
Nash, Fazio D. *
Nichols, Joseph P.
























Planty, Michael G. *






















Sliwinski, Gordon J. *
Smith, Patrick R. *
Smith, Thomas J. *
Smith, Wendy A.
Snyder, Howard A. *
Spaulding, Richard P.















Wagner, Francis A. *
Weaver, Laurie A.
Wever, William T. *
Webster, Christopher W.
Wende, John P.
West, Adam G. *






Zieg, David C. *
Zinoman, Leonard S.
* These lucky people get both the 1989 and the 1990 Yearbook.
Small Stores, in the basement of Marshall hall, during regular operating hours. What are these hours? Well...
10:35 - 1:50 Monday, Wednesday, Friday
10:00 - 1:10 Tuesday, Thursday
Robin Hood Oak Awards
If you step behind Bray Hall you will notice a dignified and proud oak tree. This graceful
tree known as the "Robin Hood Oak", germinated from an acorn which came from a 1000 year old
English oak found in the heart of Sherwood Forest. Legend has it that this major oak housed
Robin Hood and his merry men, heros of the 14th century ballad. It"s with this proud heritage
that the Robin Hood Oak Award finds its name.
For 19 years, the Robin Hood Oak Award has been given by an ESF student committee to the
class's graduating seniors and graduate students who have made outstanding contributions to
the college and public community. The award recognizes the fine character of these individu-
als and the effort they have made to improve the quality of ESF campus and community life.
Once again, the time has come to nominate students graduating this May for this prestigious
award. Nomination forms are available in 110 Bray, Moon Library foyer, and this week"s Knot-
hole. Please return all nomination forms to 110 Brav by NOON. Friday Mnvpmhfr ~*n These
awards will be presented to the recipients at the annual Spring Awards Banquet on Friday, De-
cember 7 
Robin Hood Oak Award Nomination Form
The following are a list of qualifications that must be met by the students being nominated
for this award.
1) The nominated student must be a senior graduating in December 1990 or a graduate student
finishing in December 1990.
2) The nominee"s cumulative average must be 2.5 or better.
3) The nominee must have taken an active role in leadership and service at ESF or in the com-
munity. The person nominating the student (this includes a student nominating himself) has
the responsibility to provide this information about the nominee.
4) Outside community service (i.e. scouting, church groups, Red Cross, Big Brother/Sister,
etc.) should also be considered when nominating the student.
5) Nominees may include students who have actively participated in years previous to the
1989-90 academic year.
NOTE: IT IS NOT NECESSARY for the nominee to hold or have held office of any type, and hold-
ing an office does not automatically entitle a student to an award!
PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY AND RETURN TO 110 BRAY BY NOON ON FRT. NOVEMBER 0
Name of Nominee:
Local Address:
This nominee is a (circle one) : Dec. 1990 Graduate Finishing Grad
Student
How are you related to the nominee?
If more information is needed...
Your name:
Your Address:
What contributions to the campus has this individual made? Describe in as
much detail as possible:
What contributions to the local community has this individual made?
What else should the awards committee be aware of when considering this nomi-
nee?
Thank you for your time in nominating this individual.
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Belize is the most sparsely
populated country in Central
America and most Belizeans are of
multi-racial descent. About half
of the population (Creole and
Garifuna) are of African ances-
try. About one-fifth is of lo-
cal Indian and European descent
(Metizo). Another one-fifth is
composed of Carib, Maya or other
Amerindian ethnic groups. The
remainder is of European, East
Indian, Chinese and Lebanese an-
cestry. In recent years there
has been an influx of settlers
and refugees from neighboring
Spanish-speaking countries. Be-
cause of their diverse back-
grounds most Belizeans speak at
least two languages.
The first contingent of 26
Peace Corps Volunteers arrived in
Belize in 1962 and the Peace
Corps has served in this beauti-
ful, peaceful country ever since.
Currently volunteers are collab-
orating with Belizeans in educa-
tion, health, small enterprise
development, agriculture, youth
development, natural resource
conservation and forestry pro-
jects. Highlights of the natural
resource projects include work in
the Coxcomb Basin Reserve, the
Jaguar Preserve, Crooked Tree
Wildlife Sanctuary, Community Ba-
boon Sanctuary and the new under-
water national park.
Belize is a nature lover"s
paradise. It is the home to many
of the Western Hemisphere"s most
exotic and rarest birds and mam-
mals and, fortunately, the gov-
ernment and people of Belize have
taken important steps to protect
and conserve these animals and
their habitats.
In 1981, the government passed
the National Parks System Act au-
thorizing the creation of a sys-
tem of national parks and pro-
tected areas. Prior to this time
Belize had only a few scattered
protected areas, none of which
was receiving formal management.
Though the legislation was in
place to carry out the directives
of the Act, there was a shortage
of resources to implement them.
So, the government entrusted this
authority to the Belize Audubon
Society, a private group founded
in 1969 by dedicated volunteers
devoted to promoting conservation
and environmental awareness in
the country.
In 1984, in response to a sci-
entific study of jaguars carried
out by Dr. Alan Rabinowitz of the
New York Zoological Society,
which revealed the highest densi-
ty of this endangered species yet
recorded, the Coxcomb Basin For-
est Reserve was created. This
150 square mile basin of tropical
forest in south central Belize is
also home to many other species
of endangered wildlife including
the ocelot, margay, Bairds Tapir
(Belize"s national animal) and
the scarlet macaw.
In 1986, a 3,640 acre section
of forest reserve was set aside
as a wildlife and jaguar sanctu-
ary, where no logging was to be
allowed (selective logging is
permitted in the larger reserve),
to be managed by the Audubons
with support from the World Wild-
life Fund. The Belize Audubon
Society, being an all volunteer
organization, turned to Peace
Corps/Belize for help in managing
its newly protected areas.
A Peace Corps volunteer also
helps to manage the Crooked Tree
Wildlife Sanctuary in northern
Belize. This 96,000 acre sanctu-
ary consists of a network of in-
land lagoons, swamps and water-
ways. The preserve is unique in
that it has the world,3 largest
migratory population of Jabiru
stock, the largest flying bird in
the Americas. (An adult Jabiru
stands about four feet tall and
has a wing spread of 10 to 12
feet.) It is also a haven for
many varieties of herons, egrets,
ospreys, snail kites and other
birds as well as the black Howler
monkey, Morlet's crocodiles,
coatimundi and many species of
turtles and iguanas. A fine ex-
ample of man and nature coexist-
ing is the village of Crooked
Tree, established during the log-
wooding era of Belize,s history,
which is nestled inside the sanc-
tuary.
Another volunteer runs the
Community Baboon Sanctuary near
the village of Bermudian Landing
which is also in northern Belize
.
This sanctuary for the black
Howler monkey was created volun-
tarily by the landowners. The
landowners have subscribed to a
set of wise land practices to
promote conservation and to pro-
tect the monkeys.
Peace Corps/Belize hopes to
continue to assist the government
and the Audubons in managing
these important natural resource
areas for all Belizeans and the
world to en
For more info see Mark Rath-
er, Peace Corps Rep. 404
Bray,hours, MW 9-12, ThF 2:30-5,
X6678.
USA update (real hot,
like right from the
meeting)
* Dr. Fran Webster (Faculty
of Chemistry) offered a chal-
lenge to a Faculty-Student
Basketball game, to be called
the Gerry Lanier Memorial
Basketball Game, for the pro-
fessor noted for this soon-
to-be-again annual event. Dr.
William Tully will captain
the faculty team. The Stu-
dent Team, however, lacks
both captain and teammates.
Interested persons should see
Kevin Hutton. The game is
tentatively scheduled for
Nov. 30.
* Please submit old exams to
Small Stores for the Test
Files.
* Brien Sheedy is looking for
ideas for Senior Class Gift.
* Anti-Discrimination Resolu-
tion Concerning ROTC was dis-
cussed. It will be voted
upon Monday, Nov. 12.
* The Forest Engineering Club
re-allocated money for their
upcoming trip to the American
Society of Civil Engineers
meeting in Cortland, Nov. 15.
* Jim Sahm, Editor of the Em-
pire Forester, reiterated to
Council the yearbook's need
of a laser printer, which can
not be met on this campus. To
resolve this problem, he sug-
gested the purchase of a
printer for use by the Empire
Forester, Knothole, and those
with access to the computer
used by the Undergraduate
Student Association. This
would indeed serve the stu-
dent body as a whole.
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Calendar o
Wednesday, November 7
SAF Meeting. Guest Speaker - Mr. James Reese. Topic - Working in Geor-
gia. 319 Marshall Hall. 6:30 pm.
Paper Recycling: Always something new. William Hancock. 7:30 pm, Mar-
shall Auditorium. Refreshments will be served. Brought to you by the Sy-
racuse Pulp and Paper Foundation, Inc. Speaker Series.
Thursday, November 8 (and every Thursday)
Yearbook Staff Meeting. 5 pm, 22 Bray Hall.
Soiree Meeting. All interested, please attend. Meeting place to be an-
nounced. 7:00p.m.
Friday, November 9
TGIF - brought to you by USA & The Wildlife Society. In Marshall Lounge.
4:30 - ?. Come with your mug!! ! ! !
Monday, November 12
"Students" Open Discussion with Dr. Heffernan." Bring your lunch, ques-
tions or issues - or just come by to visit. Marshall Lounge. 12:00 noon
- 1:00 p.m.
USA Meeting. 5:30 p.m. Moon Conference Room
Tuesday, November 13
Bagel Brunch. 8 am til the food,s gone! Nifkin Lounge.
Wednesday, Nov. 14 and Thursday Nov. 15
Plant Sale sponsored by The Student Chapter of the Society of American Fo-
resters. Marshall Foyer. 10:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Thursday, November 15
FEG club. ASCE meeting in Cortland.
Friday, December 7
Convocation - 3:00 - 4:00 p.m. Marshall Auditorium.
Reception - 4:00 - 5:00 p.m. Marshall Lounge.
Soiree - 7:00 p.m. - 1:00 a.m. Marshall Lounge.
f Events
NO... BIG
TROUBLE.
now ABOUT
"RODNEY THE
RODENT"?
"
VIERNON THE
\JERniN" ?HOW ABOUT
"rUCKEY"?
RATBERT
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